


In Seat Pleasant, I volunteer as the vice chairman
of CPAC, a support organization for the city’s 
police department. I am also a member of the 
Prince George’s County branch of the NAACP.

On the council, I am the chairman of the 
Economic, Planning, Development & Housing 
committee. My committee memberships are 

Human Services, Health & Education chaired by 
Ward 5 Council member Gloria Sistrunk and 

Governmental Affairs & Technology led by Ward 
4 Council member Gerald Raynor, Sr.

My priorities on the council include facilitating 
constituent services, increasing Latino 

involvement in local governmental and civic 
affairs and tackling senior hunger.

 

My name is James Wright, Jr. and I am the new Seat Pleasant 
City Council member at-large. I was selected by the Seat 
Pleasant City Council on Monday, Oct. 10 to fill the vacancy 
of Council member Kelly Porter, who was picked to be the 
city’s new mayor in June.
I have lived in Seat Pleasant since 2005 as a Ward 1 resident. 
Before coming to the city, I lived in Washington, D.C. in the 
Columbia Heights neighborhood. I am a native of Austin, 
Texas.
I work as a journalist for the Washington Informer 
Newspaper, the only and largest comprehensive weekly 
newspaper in Washington, D.C. The Informer is also a Black- 
female owned media company. I have also worked at The 
Washington Post, the Washington AFRO-American 
Newspaper and written numerous freelance articles for 
various publications, including the Los Angeles Times.
My beat is local Washington, D.C. politics andwriting 
business stories. 
I attend Asbury United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. 
where I serve as the church historian and a member of the 
United Methodist Men. Brotherhood is a dear thing to me as I 
am privileged to be a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
Inc., in the Omicron Lambda Alpha chapter, serving as the 
Associate Editor to The Sphinx. Alpha has been a part of my 
life since Spring 1984.
I am a 1986 graduate of Prairie View A & M University in 
Texas with a bachelor’s degree in business management and 
a concentration in communications.
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Emergency Numbers 

 
 

Congratulations to
 Ward I - Councilwoman  

Monica Higgs 
&

 Dashaun N. Lanham, City Clerk 
for graduating from 

The Academy for Excellence in 
Local Governance, Class 2022!

 

`



CITY COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING & LEGISLATION ACTION
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2022
LEGISLATION:

 

• ORDINANCE O-23-01 AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 54-ANIMAL WAS INTRODUCED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON OCTOBER 3, 2022, AND ADOPTED ON 
OCTOBER 10, 2022, APPROVED 6-0-0

• ORDINANCE O-23-02 AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 18-ETHICS WAS INTRODUCED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON OCTOBER 3, 2022, AND ADOPTED ON 
OCTOBER 10, 2022, APPROVED 6-0-0

• RESOLUTION R-23-04 APPROVAL OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT WORKS MONTH WAS INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
NOVEMBER 7, 2022, APPROVED 6-1-0

MEETING MINUTES:
 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE OCTOBER 2022 MEETING MINUTES ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2022:
 

• REGULAR WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022, 
APPROVED 7-0-0

• COUNCIL VACANCY PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022, APPROVED 7-0-0
• PUBLIC SESSION MEETING MINUTES FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022, APPROVED 7-0-0

• SPECIAL SESSION MEETING MINUTES FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022, APPROVED 7-0-0
• CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022 

APPROVED 7-0-0
 

THE COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
 

REGULAR WORK SESSION, MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022, AT 6:00P.M. VIA ZOOM WEBINAR:
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/WEBINAR/REGISTER/WN_H7SXR_N9Q_QSCH906YHAPQ

 
PUBLIC SESSION, MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022, AT 7:00P.M. VIA ZOOM WEBINAR:

HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/83414587495?PWD=TJD0UTF0WHFNCXIWSDZNQ3HUMXCYZZ09
 

THE CITY COUNCIL WILL HOLD HEARING ON  PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2023, AT 7:30PM VIA 
ZOOM WEBINAR:

HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/WEBINAR/REGISTER/WN_P6JQXALCSMAVXIPN1U4SAG
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS ARE BEING PROPOSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL TO AMEND THE CITY CHARTER:

 
CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-01 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-301, NUMBER, SELECTION, TERM BY 

SPECIFYING THE WARD COUNCILPERSON AND TWO AT-LARGE COUNCILPERSONS.
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-02 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-302 QUALIFICATIONS OF A 
COUNCILPERSON BY AMENDING THE AGE OF ELIGIBILITY.

 
CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA 23-03 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-309 FILLING OF VACANCIES TO INCLUDE 

SECTION C-401 IN THE SECTION REGARDING THE FILLING OF VACANCIES.
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-04 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-310 FORFEITURE OF OFFICE TO INCLUDE 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS ATTENDANCE, AND THAT AN ELECTED OFFICIAL SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR OFFICE UNTIL NEXT 

ELECTION AFTER FORFEITURE.
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-05 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-401 QUALIFICATION OF MAYOR BY 
AMENDING THE AGE OF ELIGIBILITY AND GENDER NEUTRAL. 

 
CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-06 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-604 REMOVAL OF MEMBERS TO SPECIFY 

WHEN THE COUNCIL CAN REMOVE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ELECTION.
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-07 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-607 REGISTRATION, BY ELIMINATING 
OUTDATED LANGUAGE REGARDING THE VOTER REGISTRATION LIST.

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-08 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-615, SPECIAL ELECTIONS BY CREATING 
PROVISION TO ALLOW SPECIAL ELECTIONS IN THE CITY WHEN A VACANCY OCCURS IN THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR OR COUNCIL.

 
 



CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-09 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-617 PRESERVATION OF BALLOTS TO AMEND THE 
TIMEFRAME IN WHICH BALLOTS ARE HELD AFTER THE CITY ELECTIONS.

 
CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-10 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER §C-619, WOMEN BY RENAMING THE SECTION AND 

AMENDING LANGUAGE TO ALLOW FOR EQUALITY
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-11 AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER BY CREATING A NEW SECTION §C-623, TERM LIMITS 
FOR MAYOR, COUNCIL AND AT-LARGE COUNCILMEMBER.

 
CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CA-23-12 OF THE CITY CHARTER SECTION §C-701, CITY MANAGER, TO IMPOSE AN ANNUAL 

EVALUATION OF THE CITY MANAGER.
 
 

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC WITH COMMENTS BEING TAKEN IN THE PUBLIC SESSION. DURING THE COVID-19 THE CITY 
COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM WITH CITIZENS BEING PROVIDED ACCESS TO JOIN THE MEETING FROM THE CITY’S WEBSITE. 

ALL CITIZENS ARE REQUIRED TO REGISTER FOR THE ZOOM MEETINGS. 
 
 

COPIES OF LEGISLATION AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES CAN BE FOUND ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE WWW.SEATPLEASANTMD.GOV OR BY 
CONTACTING THE CITY CLERK DASHAUN N. LANHAM, CMC DIRECTLY ON 301-336-2600. 

 

 
CITY OF SEAT PLEASANT

BOARDS AND COMMISSION
THE CITY OF SEAT PLEASANT CITY COUNCIL IS SEEKING ENERGETIC RESIDENTS THAT HAVE A DESIRE TO SERVE THEIR COMMUNITY ON 

THE FOLLOWING BOARDS AND COMMISSION. THE INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL CONTACT THE CITY CLERK AND COMPLETE THE 
APPLICATION BY JANUARY 3, 2023

PERSONNEL APPEALS BOARD
THE CITY OF SEAT PLEASANT PERSONNEL APPEALS BOARD CONSISTS OF FIVE MEMBERS WHO WILL BE APPOINTED BY THE SEAT 

PLEASANT CITY COUNCIL. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK BY E-MAIL AT DLANHAM@SEATPLEASANTMD.GOV TO OBTAIN AN APPLICATION.
 

 
 
 

 
NEWLY APPOINTED COUNCILMEMBER

THE CITY COUNCIL APPOINTED JAMES WRIGHT, JR., TO FILL THE VACANCY OF THE COUNCILMEMBER-AT-LARGE ON 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022. COUNCILMEMBER WRIGHT WAS SWORN IN ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2022. PLEASE BE SURE 

TO CONGRATULATE COUNCILMEMBER JAMES WRIGHT JR AS THE NEWLY APPOINTED COUNCILMEMBER.
 

Councilwoman Monica 
Higgs

Presents 
Good Neighbors

Mrs.Dorsey & Ms. King 
on Foote Street

GOOD NEIGBORS

mailto:dlanham@seatpleasantmd.gov


The City of Seat Pleasant 
 Welcomes A New Mayor 

On August 15th, 

The Honorable 
Kelly Porter was sworn 
in as the Mayor of the 
City of Seat Pleasant. 
We are looking 
forward to witnessing 
the great things he has 
in store for the City of 
Seat Pleasant! 
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    SPPD PAL PROGRAM
         GIVES BACK
                                                                      

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  3 O N L I N E  T R E N D S

D E C E M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 2

T H E  P A L  P R O G R A M  H A S  M A D E  A  H U G E  I M P A C T  I N  2 0 2 2 .  T H E Y  
H A V E  A L M O S T  D O U B L E D  T H E I R  N U M B E R  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S  

S I N C E  T H E I R  R E L A U N C H  I N  M A R C H .  T H E  P R O G R A M  H A S  D O N E  
A  G R E A T  J O B  M E N T O R I N G  Y O U T H  A N D  T E A C H I N G  T H E M  S K I L L S  
A N D  P R I N C I P L E S  T H A T  W I L L  R E M A I N  W I T H  T H E M  T H R O U G H O U T  

T H E I R  L I F E T I M E .  I N  N O V E M B E R ,  T H E  Y O U T H  A T  T H E  P A L  
P R O G R A M  M A D E  T O I L E T R Y  B A G S  F O R  T H E  H O M E L E S S .  T H I S  

A C T I V I T Y  A L L O W E D  T H E M  T O  L E A R N  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  
S E R V I N G  T H O S E  I N  N E E D  A N D  G I V I N G  B A C K  T O  T H E I R  

C O M M U N I T Y .  T H I S  I S  J U S T  O N E  O F  M A N Y  P O S I T I V E  
A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  T H E  Y O U T H  I N  T H E  P R O G R A M  H A S  H A D  T H E  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E  I N .  S O O N  S P P D  W A N T S  T O  
T A K E  P A L  P A R T I C I P A N T S  O N  F I E L D T R I P S  A N D  A L L O W  T H E M  T O  

E X P E R I E N C E  D I V E R S E  E X P E R I E N C E S  I N  D I F F E R E N T
E N V I R O N M E N T S .  L E T ’ S  W O R K  T O G E T H E R  A L O N G S I D E  S P P D  T O  

S U P P O R T  O U R  Y O U T H  I N  T H E  P A L  P R O G R A M !
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W E E K L Y  F O O D
D I S T R I B U T I O N  

H O L I D A Y  S A F E T Y  T I P S

The Food Distributions during the months of 
October and November continue to be a 
success in providing groceries to residents in
need. We were also able to provide turkeys 
for families ahead of the Thanksgiving
holiday. 

A D V A N C E D  V R  T R A I N I N G  F O R  S P P D  O F F I C E R S  
I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e g a n  u s i n g  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  p r o v i d e
o f f i c e r s  w i t h  a d v a n c e d  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  A p e x  O f f i c e r  t r a i n i n g  s i m u l a t o r  i s  a
s t a t e - o f - t h e  a r t  t o o l  t h a t  u t i l i z e s  v i r t u a l  r e a l i t y  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  o f f e r s  a n
i m m e r s i v e  3 6 0 - d e g r e e  v i e w  a n d  i n c l u d e s  p e r i p h e r a l  v i s i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t o o l s
t h a t  c l o s e l y  m a t c h  t h o s e  u s e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  o f
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t o  r e a l - l i f e  s c e n a r i o s .  

T h e  s i m u l a t o r  a l l o w s  f o r  s c e n a r i o s  t o  b e  c u s t o m i z e d  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  t r a i n e r
b a s e d  o n  t h e  o f f i c e r ’ s  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  a s s i s t s  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  h o w
t h e y  w o u l d  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s .  

A S  W E  A P P R O A C H  T H E  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N ,  T H E  S E A T  P L E A S A N T  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  W O U L D  L I K E
T O  G I V E  Y O U  A  F E W  R E M I N D E R S  A N D  T I P S  T O  K E E P  Y O U  S A F E .  

D O  N O T  L E A V E  A N Y T H I N G  V I S I B L E  I N  Y O U R  V E H I C L E !  B E  S U R E  T O  L O C K  Y O U R  V E H I C L E ,  C L O S E  T H E
W I N D O W S ,  A N D  H I D E  S H O P P I N G  B A G S  I N  T H E  T R U N K .  

O N L Y  C A R R Y  T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  A M O U N T  O F  C A S H  N E E D E D  F O R  Y O U R  S H O P P I N G .  I F  P O S S I B L E ,
U S I N G  A  C R E D I T / D E B I T  C A R D  I S  S A F E R .  

 
P A R K  I N  W E L L - L I T  A R E A S  I F  S H O P P I N G  I N  T H E  E V E N I N G .  

B E  A W A R E  O F  Y O U R  S U R R O U N D I N G S .  

W A T C H  O U T  F O R  C R E D I T / D E B I T  C A R D  S K I M M E R S .  A  S K I M M E R  I S  A  D E V I C E  I N S T A L L E D  O N  C A R D
R E A D E R S  T H A T  C O L L E C T S  C A R D  N U M B E R S .  T H I E V E S  W I L L  L A T E R  R E C O V E R  A N D  U S E  T H I S
I N F O R M A T I O N  T O  M A K E  F R A U D U L E N T  P U R C H A S E S .  S K I M M E R S  C A N  U S U A L L Y  B E  S P O T T E D  B Y  D O I N G
Q U I C K  V I S U A L  O R  P H Y S I C A L  I N S P E C T I O N S  B E F O R E  S W I P I N G  O R  I N S E R T I N G  A  C A R D .  



Contact Employ 
Prince George's
Headquarters

1801 McCormick 
Drive, Suite 400,
Largo, MD 20774
(301) 618-8400

 

Contact American 
Job Center-

Largo
1801 McCormick 
Drive, Suite 120,
Largo, MD 20774
(301) 618-8425

 Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

 
 
 

Employ Prince George's provides 
job

seekers with resources and 
assistance

with finding the best job that fits 
their

skills.

LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT IN
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY?

JANUARY 11, 2023
6:00 PM VIA ZOOM 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
BULK TRASH COLLECTION

*BULK TRASH IS COLLECTED ON 
WEDNESDAYS BY APPOINTMENT 

ONLY*
 

(USE THE WEBSITE TO MAKE BULK 
TRASH REQUEST)

 
ACCEPTABLE BULK TRASH INCLUDES, 

BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO:
• PLASTIC-COVERED MATTRESSES

• SOFAS
• CHAIRS
• TABLES

• CABINETS, ETC.
• APPLIANCES

• LAWN FURNITURE
• BARBECUE GRILLS (DO NOT 
INCLUDE PROPANE TANKS)

• TOYS
• LAWNMOWERS, AND OTHER 

POWER EQUIPMENT (OIL AND GAS 
MUST BE DRAINED)

• ROLLED UP CARPET & PADDING
 
 

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS INCLUDE BUT ARE 
NOT LIMITED TO CONSTRUCTION 

MATERIALS, CAR PARTS, LOGS/TREE 
TRUNKS & TIRES

 

               
 

 (Times are approximate)
              

  Monday
  Trash Collection

    6:00 AM- 4:00 PM
  Tuesday

  Curbside Recycling
  6:00 AM- 4:00 PM

                   
Wednesday

 Bulk Trash & Yard Waste
 6:00 AM- 3:00 PM

         Bulk Trash Collection:              
(Bulk Trash Reservations by phone must be made 

no later than 2:00 PM on Tuesday)

 
  Thursday

   Trash collection
  6:00 AM- 3:00 PM

       WWW.SEATPLEASANTMD.GOV
      CITY HALL: 301-336-2600

Waste Management Services

Camera Citation Information 
After a red-light camera photograph is taken, the vehicle’s registered owner will receive a citation in 
the mail. The citation will state when and where the violation occurred. It will include a photo of the 

vehicle in the intersection, a close-up of the driver, and the license plate of the vehicle.

    Citation Payment Center        
 

9418 Annapolis Road
Suite 104

Lanham Maryland
 

                         
      Hours of Operation            

Monday-Friday 8:30 AM- 
4:00PM  

  Closed during lunch hour   
      1:00 PM- 2:00PM

 

               Customer Service                 
 (866)979-4824 

 
    Online Citation Payment

                     
www.onlinecitationpayment.com
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O N L I N E  T R E N D S

Seat Pleasant Past Events
Councilwoman Hope Love’s Prayer Breakfast Meeting on 11-5-22

In this issue:

Councilmember-At-Large James Wright, Jr. 's
Swearing- In Ceremony on 10-24-22



SPPD Trunk or Treat 11-4-22

Councilwoman Gloria Sistrunk's  Ward V Breakfast meeting 
10-17-22
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Seat Pleasant Past Events



Events 

 
 

Mayor Kelly Porter
Phone: (301) 655-1725 Email: KPorter@seatpleasantmd.gov 

 
Councilmember President -At-Large - Shireka McCarthy 

Phone: (240) 713-4852   Email: SMcCarthy@seatpleasantmd.gov 
 

Councilmember- At-Large James Wright, Jr.
Phone: (240)300-0358 Email: Jwright@seatpleasantmd.gov

 
Councilmember Monica Higgs - Ward I 

Phone: (240) 614-3415 Email: MHiggs@seatpleasantmd.gov
 

 Councilmember Hope Love – Ward II 
       Phone: (240) 627-2498  Email: HLove@seatpleasantmd.gov  

 
Councilmember Kizzie Scott – Ward III 

Phone: (240) 614-3437  Email: KScott@seatpleasantmd.gov  
 

Councilmember Gerald Raynor – Ward IV 
Phone: (240) 672-2294 Email: GRaynor@seatpleasantmd.gov

 
 Councilmember Gloria Sistrunk – Ward V 

Phone: (240) 713-4839 Email: GSistrunk@seatpleasantmd.gov  
 

GET TO KNOW YOUR MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL  
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